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CCoorrrreeccttiioonn

In the article entitled “A Tentative Model of Ag-
gression on Inpatient Psychiatric Wards,” by Henk
L. I. Nijman, M.Sc, Joost M. L. G. à Campo, M.D.,
Dick P. Ravelli, M.D., and Harald L. G.  J. Merck-

elbach, Ph.D., in the June 1999 issue (pp.
832–834), arrows indicating the interaction of
ward, patient, and staff variables were missing from
Figure 1. The corrected figure appears below. 

Environmental stress
Being on a locked ward or 
secluded or restrained

Ward is too crowded, no 
rest, no privacy

Activities are too de- 
manding 

No interesting activities

Cognitive stress
Situation and people per- 
ceived as being dangerous

  They are locking me up 
forever

  They are going to kill me

Communication stress
Treatment goals or ward 
rules not understood

Inaccessibility of staff
Interpersonal staff-patient 
problems

Psychopathology
Schizophrenia (with 
paranoid delusions)

Mania
Impulse control 
disorders

Cluster B personality 
disorders

Substance abuse
Organic brain disease 
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A tentative model of inpatient aggression


